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Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 


HE following pages are written in defence of 
truth, and addreſſed to you, in grateful me- 
mory of your late invaluable paſtor Mr. Hazr. 
While among you, under that endearing character, 
he laboured in word and doctrine, “ approved unto 
« God, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
« rightly dividing the word of truth.” Ile Lived 
and DIED a MONITOR for Gon, a FOE to ERROR, 
and a FRIEND to TRUTH: A conſcientious regard 
to the noxoR of his pivine MASTER was deeply 
impreſſed on his mind, and excited in him a becom- 
ing watchfulneſs over thoſe who ſtudied, either by 
FORCE Or ART, tO DIMINISH OF ECLIPSz his glory. 
Ma. WESsLzr, with many others, became on that 
account the object of his pity and concern, The er- 
roneous doctrines advanced by that gentleman he 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed. But, alas! his zeal in this lau- 
dable employ, though founded on the baiis of truth, 
could not ſecure him from the cry of cenſure, His 
enemies were as BASE in their refleQions, as REST- 
LESS in their oppoſition, His ſteady attachment to 
the glorious cauſe in which he had EMRAEK ED, was 
impeached by the voice of caLUmNY, and conſtru— 
ed into a want of chriſtian love, candor, and bumility. 
But he had not fo learned Chriſt !— “ contend earn- 
eftly for the faith,“ was a precept to which he paid in- 
variable regard, and which urged him, as a miniter 
of Chriſt, to wipe the duſt of error from the face of 
truth, Some 
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Some perſons, more eminent for zeal than know- 
ledge, thought Mr. Hax r too rigid in his oppoſition 
to Mr. Wefley ; but the following pages will convince 
the candid reader of their miſtake, 

That every advocate for God will heve his enemies, 
is as certain as unjuſt, But if their eſteem muſt be 
purchaſed at the experce of truth, it is preferable to 
be without it, rather than pay ſo dear a price. Con- 
ceſſions in religious matters are alarming and un- 
juſt, except where truth and conſcience ſhew them 
right and honorable. That they are alarming, we 
have probably as ſtriking an inſtance in Mr. Weſley 
as can be mentioned. Writing to a Roman. Catholic 
he ſaith, Can nothing be done, even allowing us 
„ on boch fſides to retain our own opinions, for the 
« ſoftening our hearts towards each other? My 
« dear friend, coniuer, | am not perſuading you to 
* [cave or change your religion, but to follow after 
& that fear and love of God, without which all re- 
« ligion is vain. I ſay not a word to you about 
% your 9447075, Or outward manner of worſhip. Let 
« the points wherein we aer ſtand aſide. There 
cc are enogh wherein we agree.” Hence ſome have 
concluded that Mr. Ir s ſentiments are nearly al- 
lied to thoſe of the church of Rome; and no doubt, a 
conceſſion of this nature addreſſed to that gentleman 
from Mr. HaR r, might have ſecured him from abuſe, 
but not from the charge of Arminiani/m, or worſe. 


I am, dearly beloved, 


Yours in the Lord, 


THe AUTHOR, 
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FAITHFUL WARNING. 


HE diſputes which have long ſubſiſted be- 

[ tween the Rev. Mr. J. Wes LET, and thoſe 
who defend the truths of God, are ſo well known in 

1 the chriſtian world, as to render a repetition of that 
controverſy needleſs, Much hath been ſaid at vari- 
| ous times, and by different hands, to convince that 
| Gentleman of his numberleſs miſtakes in divinity. The 
means uſed to accompliſh that de/ired end, have been 

many: but, alas! neither argument nor reaſon, nor leni- 

ty, nor zeal, nor even ruth her/e!f, have been able to 
overcome the force of prejudice, or the rooted enmity he 
hath ever ſhewn againſ the truths of God. He yet ſtands 
an incorrigible monument to excite our prayers, and per- 
haps our tears.— Prayers, to avert, if poſſible, deſerved 
judgment, and tears to mourn his want of reverence 
and re/pe# of one, to whom he owes his being. May 
we not ſay with one of old, M hat could hawe been done 
| more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? where- 
fore when 1 looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes. And muſt we, after all, 
leave him in this vale of tears without a ſecret hope 
without a wiſh to ſee him ſtill reclaimed? What! 
leave him there like ApiTa * in the vale of Sodom? 
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No; ſhe ſtood awfully conſpicuous a monument of 
divine judgment; but he, at preſent, a living teſtimo- 
ny of /paring mercy—an object worthy our pit, but 
more Our prayers. 

But is Mr. WesLEY's obduracy to ſilence every 
pen? No; we will commit him into the hands of 
one who will do right, and demonſtrate a juf? concern 
for the many thou/ands who are miſguided by his per- 
nicious errors, They deſerve our pity, and demand 
our Belp. It is true, much hath been ſaid to unde- 
ceive them, but without ſucceſs. Arguments, both 
rational and divine, have hitherto loſt their force, 
owing, we may charitably ſuppoſe, to the ſtrength of 
prejudice, which too often carries its adherents to 
unwarrantable and dangerous extremes. We will 
however, for once, leave this. excellent channel of in- 
ftrudtion, and deſcend to an expedient of leſi authority, 
though, it may be, more /ucc:/5ful. It ſhall be the 
buſineſs of the following pages, to expoſe the horrid 
blaſphemy and flander contained in a publication, 
written with an intent to ſubwert the truth, and to fix 
a /tigma on thoſe who dare defend it. This, it is hop- 
ed, will have a different, and a happier influence on 
the minds of ſome, than any arguments have yet 
produced. Such a hope may ſeem flattering, when 
we conſider that the opprobrious language contain- 
ed in the piece juſt mentioned, is ſo deſtitute of 
truth, candor, juſtice, and humanity, as not to be 
equaled in any period of the chriſtian church. A 
reflection too alarming to every conſiderate man, not 
to convince the mind, that methods of ſuch a nature 
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deſpeak a cauſe too bad to bear the /erutiny of truth, 
becauſe ſupported only by the force of art. 

Among the various polemic pieces which have 
done honor to the cauſe of fruth, I do not remember 
to have ſeen any extracts from this horrid compila- 
tion, Probably this may be owing to the ecret man- 
ner in which it was introduced into Mr. WesLey's 
ſocieties, not being made public like many of his 
productions. To aſcertain a reaſon for ſuch a proce- 
dure is not eaſy, unleſs done, which 1s likely, to hide 
it from the world, This ſeems not only plaufible 
but probable; ſince, by this means, it was poſſible 
truth might be /ubverted without detection, and the 
unwary reader eaſily deceived, Expedients to which 
error, and its abettors, generally nave recourſe, But 
in the midſt of ſuch /ander, it is our happineſs, that 
rancorous defamation doth not raiſe the leaſt emotion, 
unleſs that of /orroww, for their impiety, TRUTH till 
appears with all its native beauty and ſimplicity. De- 
traction can neither deſtroy its power nor invalidate its 
precepts. A conſcientious regard to its divine origin, 
carries the mind far beyond the reach of all undue 
influence. It teaches all its advocates, however of- 
fenſive it may ſeem, that it muſt not be ſacrificed to 
avoid man's diſpleaſure, though certain of mecting 
with the ſtrongelt oppoſition from characters the moſt 
reſpectable. 

Before we make any extracts from the piece al- 
ready mentioned, it may be neceſſary and uſeful to 
ſubmit a few remarks to the candid reader, Theſe, it 
is preſumed, are ſuch as will be eaſily underſtood, be- 
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cauſe founded upon zruth, and level to the ſlendereſt 


capacity. 


The diſputes which have ever ſubſiſted between 
the Arminians, and they who hold the truth, are not 
about the number of ſouls who ſhall be finally ſav- 
ed, but concerning the way which God hath ap- 
pointed for their ſalvation, The Arminians acknow- 
ledge that difference in ſentiment doth neither hin- 
der nor procure the ſalvation of any, What hey 
contend for, 1s the univerſality of Chriſt's death, that 
| ſalvation is poſſible to all, if they comply with that 
conditicn upon which depends the «<vhole of their ſal- 
vation, In oppoſition to zhis, they who defend the 
truth afirm, with the bleſled RepetEMER, that hrs 
blood was ſbed for many, Matt. xxvi. 28. and not for 
every ſon and daughter of Adam. At the ſame time 
they declare with the apoſtle, that all who are, or 
ſhall be ſaved, are /aved by grace, Eph. ii. 5. and 
Juftified by faith without the deeds of the law, Rom. 
111. 28, or any thing elſe brought as a condition to 


recommend them to the favor of God. 


A well- 


grounded aſſurance of this, teaches them to avow, 
that any other candilion, ſave that which was between 
CHRIST and his ETERNAL FATHER, 15 repugnant” 
to common ſenſe, Contrary to ſeripture, and de/trudtive of 


all the perfections of God. 


I have already ſaid, the ARMIN IAN Ns contend for 
the univerſality of CHAIST's death. Upon this 
plan we muſt remember that Adam, and all his de- 
ſcendants, were given to CHR15sT, by his Father, to 
redeem. Now CaRrisT, ſpeaking of thoſe given to 


him 
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him by his Father, ſaith, I give unto them eternal life, 
and they ſhall never periſh, John x. 28. But ſome do 
everlaſtingly periſh; it then follows, that they were 
never given to CHRIST, otherwiſe they muſt have 
been ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation. If they 
were given to CurisT, as fay the ARMIN IARs, 
then the divine Redeemer hath ſpoken falſly, which 
is blaſphemy to ſuppoſe. Further, if a// men were 
given to CHRIST, he died for a/l, and if he died for 
all, his precious blood was ſhed for all, which is not 
true, ſince he himſelf declared it was fed for maxy 
for the remiſſion of fins, Matt. xxv1. 28, and not for all 
the ſons and daughters of Adam, but for aLL the 
many ſons he was appointed to bring to glory. 

To ſay, that the ARMIN IAx's ſcheme is abſurd, 
and contrary to commer /er/e, is not ſufficient, ſince a 
few remarks will prove it to. We will then, for the 
ſake of thoſe who deny She truth, /uppp/e the death of 
CHnari1sT to be univerſal. The reader will remem— 
ber, that they conſtantly afiirm, none, who are grown 
up to years of maturity, can receive any engt from 
it, but they who come to Chrif, Now obſerve, 
CaRi1sT hath declared, No man CAN come to me, ex- 
cept the Father draw him, John vi. 4. and they whom 
the Father doth drazv, faith he, Hall come; and then 
adds, He auh cometh I <will in no wiſe caft out, John 
vi. 37. If, then, he will not caſf out ary who are 
enabled to come, they muſt be ſaved; and if all arc not 
ſaved, it is becauſe they do not ce; and if all do 
not come, it is becauſe the Father doth not draw 
them: for no man can come to me, faith CHRIS, ex- 
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eept the Father which hath ſent me draw him, John vi. 44. 
Then what is the reſult of all their arguments? Why 
that CHRIST hath ſhed his precious blood for all men; 
but a//do not receive the benefit of it, becauſe the Fa- 
ther never gave them hat grace which muſt enable 
them to go to CRRIS̊ that they might be ſaved, 
This, if it proves any thing, proves, beyond the 
poſſibility of a doubt, that CyurisT did not die for 
every man, and that their notions, reſpecting this 
matter, are as falſe as ridiculous.— We might, with 
the ſtricteſt propriety, aſk ſuch ingenious THEOLO- 
GISTs, Why the precious blood of Cyr1sT was ſhed 
for ſouls who periſh everlaſtingly? It cannot ſurely be 
to render them 7nexcuſable, ſeeing that muſt make them 
more culpable, and cxpoſe them to a greater degree 
of puniſhment. 'The all wife God foreſaw that, not- 
withſtanding the efficacy of Chri/?'s atoning blood, and 
all the owerturcs of his grace, they would finally pe- 
riſh; and yet he is ſaid to have laid their fins upon 
CurisT. Would any man in his /en/es act a part 
ſo cruel, ſo unbecoming a rational mind? ſure- 
ly not, What preſumption it is, then, to repreſent 
his GREAT CREATOR, as doing that which mult de- 
baſe even the dictates of human reaſon ? 

Where then is the diſplay of that divine philanthro- 
fy which is to characterize their ſcheme only, 
worthy a kind, mercitul, and gracious God ?—It 
vaniſheth- it is a mere jargon of words, which, like 
the wanton echo, mocks the ear with a ſound, with- 


out giving any proof of its reality. Why then ſhould. 


they ſtudy to impoſe on the credulity of weak minds, 
| and 
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and labor to' eſtabliſh tenets ſo contrary to common 


ſenſe, at the expence of truth: ſurely it cannot be to 


gain the public plaudit—it fo, ſuccels is certain, for 
the avorld avill love its own, 

But what frikes the mind with a peculiar force, 
is the horrid tendency of their cruel teuets. Nature 
and humanity is ſhocked to hear them continually 
linking with the /al/vation of Jesus, the barbarons 
adjun of a murdering condition. Upon a ſcheme ſo 
oppoſite to truth; the tender ix ANT, dying in its 
infancy, is, with many others, conſigned to ver- 
laſting perdition, without a poſſibility of being ſaved. 
Not one infant foul, upon their plan, muſt enter the 
abodes of eternal felicity, They molt publicly and 
zealouſly affirm, that ſalvation is conditional. If 
ſo, a little reflection muſt convince the mind, that 
our helpleſs offspring cannot be partakers of ſalvation, 
becauſe incapable of performing that condition which 
is to render them obje&s of divine mercy. 

To avoid the odium which this muſt deſerwedly 
bring upon their ſcheme, they have made uſe of tue 
expedients ; but, unfortunately, neither hath anſwered 
their expectations. The % was, to traduce the cha- 
racters of thoſe who hold the truth, by laying ſuch 
horrid tenets at their door. And the /econd was, to 
hide, if poſſible, the deformity of their own ſentiments, 
To effect the latter, they tell us of an elechion of par- 
ticular perſons, among whom, it ſeems, infants are 
included; while others are 4%, either to chu/e or re- 
fuſe ſalvation juſt as the capricious will dire#s. To 
ſuch extremities are men driven when they, more wiſe 

> than 
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than revelation, ſeek to etabliſh doctrines which 
never exiſted but in their own ideas. 

With thoſe who implicitly believe their teachers, 
without trying æobether things are ſo or not, this 
ſtrange ſcheme may appear very ſpecious. But a 
little recollection informs us, that, according to 
this manner of reaſoning, tau ways are appointed 
for the ſalvation of ſinners: which is not true, If 
we abide by the ze/fimony of Cd, we ſhall find, 
one is not ſaved in a way of ſovereign grace, and 
another by annexing a condition, which may render 
ſalvation le or impaſſillu No; there is but oN 
war; which way is CHRIST. If then, he is the 
evay, the truth, and the l½e, there is ſalvation in no 
ether : for there is no other name given among men WHERE= 
BY we muſt Le ſaved, Acts iv. 12. Nor can any 
thing elſe be mentioned, for be/ides him there is no Sa- 
viour, John xliii. 11. 

As we are aſſured there is but one away in which 
God is pleaſed to ſave ſinners, we muſt acknow- 
ledge, all who are faved muſt neceſſarily be ſaved in 
that avay. If infants are /aved without any condition 
on their part, WHICH is THE TRUTH, fo are all 
who have been, or ſhall be, everlaſtingly ſaved, 
Sinners, among whom 1xnFanTs muſt be included, 
are all ;uftified FREELY by the GRACE of God, through 
the REDEMPTION 7hat 7s in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. iii. 
24. and not by any thing as a condition, either in 
avhcle or in part. Salvation, fo far from being con- 
ditional, is not of him wHo WILLETH, nor of him 
dh RUNNETH, Gat of God who ſheweth mercy, Rom. 
we: 
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ix. 6. This is done without regard to any wworth/« 
neſs or unworthineſs in the creature, acco ding to the 
good pleaſu e of his own WILL, Eph. i. 5, that the 
purpoſe of God, ACCORDING TO ELECTION, might 
and, Rom ix. 11. Were things not thus ordered 
and ſecured, the purpoſes of God might be fruſtrated 
by the wwi// of man; but that cannot be, bs counſel, 
THAT Hull land, and he will do all his pleaſure, Iſa. 
xlvi. 10. It is this which makes falvation wholly of 
GRACE, Eph. 11.8. to the end that the promiſe of 
eternal lite might be ſure to all the ſeed ; Rom. xiv, 
16. ſo that not one of theſe hall periſh, John x. 28, 
but Hall all have everlaſting lite. 

If ſouls cannot be ſaved without the conſideration 
of perſenal merit, what muſt become of the expiring 
thief? He, by a righteous ſentence of the penal 
law, was rendered incapable of performing any thing 
which might appear, in the ſight of men, praiſe 
worthy. It then he was not faved without any condition 
vhatever, he muſt have periſhed everlaſtingly. „But, 
ſays the objector, did he not ad faith? and pray what 
is that but a condition? To this the word of God 
gives a deciſive anſwer; for thus ſpeaks that divine 
teſtimony, Faith is the GIFT of God, Eph. ii. 8. 
« Yes, ſays the Arminian, that is readily acknows- 
ledged, but the creature muſt exerciſe that faith, ihe 
act of which is the condition.” That faith, when in 
exerciſe, is the creazure's act, is true, but to ſay that 
ad is the condition of everlaſting ſalvation is falſe. 
For ſo impotent is man, that he can neither ai nor 
do any thing /piritual, without divine afſiflauce. It is 
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God who worketh in us, both to WILL and tb DO of hi; 
own good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. Therefore if the ac- 
tings of faith are conditions of ſalvation, they are 
God's conditions, and not ours : For if ſalvation is to 
be aſcribed to the act of faith, when produced wholly 
by the ſecret influence of a divine agent, on the ſub- 
ject who performs the act: it is natural to aſk, to 
whom muſt we aſcribe the merit of the af, to the in- 
ſtrument which performed it, or the agent who alone 
produced it ? Moſt certainly the latter. But ral is 
neither the cau/e nor condition of ſalvation. But tur- 
ther, if faith be a condition, it muſt be the creature's 
produce only, otherwile it cannot merit nor be a con- 
dition, which is not true. Faith is the gift of God. 
Beſides, ſalvation upon this plan would be bought, in 
part at leaſt, which muſt not be ſaid, ſince we read, 
that the gift of God is eternal life through Feſus Chriſt, 
Rom. vi. 23. and therefore not bought by us, but 
freely given. 

After what hath been already ſaid, it may ſeem ſtrange, 
that the grand truths of God ſhould be thus pervert- 
ed and oppoſed, But our wonder will ſoon ceaſe, if 
we remember that the apoſtle informs us of c:7- 
tain men, who are ſaid to have crept in unawares, de- 
nying the truth, and turning the grace of Ged into laſci- 
wieuſneſs, Jude 4. This eaſily accounts for that ſpi- 
rit of hatred which the Arminian profeſſors of our day 
entertain againſt thoſe who hold the truth as revealed 
in the word of God. But a conduct ſo oppoſite to 
the dictates of chriſtianity, deſerves our pity, ſeeing 
| 1t 
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it ariſes from the methods adopted by their zcachers 


to blacken truth. 

In public the doctrines of grace are oppoſed with 
the utmoſt wirulence; while they, who ſtrenuouſly 
defend them, are ſtigmatized with all the epithits 
of odium and contempt, which a dark imagination can 
invent. This ſeems to be the only expedient left. 
Were the Arminian teachers candidly to expoſe their 


tenets, for the conſideration of their hearers, we 


have reaſon to believe their aſſemblies would be fre- 
quented by none but thoſe who are in a ſtate of na- 
tural depravity. It ſhould ſeem, by their conduct, 
they are aware of this, as it is certain, an appeal to the 
underſtaudings and experience of their auditory would 
ſecure the attention of every conſiderate man, and 
do more honor to their cauſe. But inſtead of this, 
we find nothing but the breathings of /ow inveZivzs, 

agoravated by the foule/? blaſts of calumny and re- 


proach, The truths of God are bla/phemed with un- 


paralleled audacity, which, however horrid, muſt not 
be wondered at, as the art of defamation ſeems to 
have eradicated the fir/? principles of ſhame. Their ran- 
corous malewolence is not confined to the pulpit only, 
the preſs abounds with this daring impiety. Some 
recent proofs have ſo alarmed the chriftian world, 
that I need ſay nothing more on this particular, 

I have now before me a ſpecies of this fort of com- 
poſition, which is uſhered into the world, under the 
title of Hymns on Gop's EVERLASTING LOVE, 
The title page informs us, that it was printed by 
W. Pixz of Briſol, though we find no place ap- 
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pointed for the vending ſuch a wretched compilation, 
It ſeems, however, this has not impeded the dale, 
as we are likewiſe informed three editions have been 
already printed. The author appears to be an 7n- 
duſtrious calumniator, and one well ſeilled in the pro- 
pagation of falſbood. Shame, if ever he had any, 
overpowered by the ſtruggles of deliberate malice, 
ſeems to have left the unhappy mortal incapable of 
feeling the leaſt remorſe of conſcience, 

The Arminians value themſelves much for what 
they call aniverſal benevolence. Whether they are 
entitled to ſo ditinguiſhing a characteriſtie, ſeems to 
be a matter of diſpute, Many have expreſſed them- 
ſelves in a manner which muſt wholly exclude 
every pretenſion of this nature, among whom 1 
am ſorry. to find the deluded author now before me. 
His own ſentiments are expreſſed with much 
avarmth and freedom, but without the leaſt ſhew 
of diffidence, In his appeal to the bleed Redeemer, 
he ſays; 


Thou from Pharoah's blood art free, 
« Thou didſt once for all atone, 
4 Tudas, Eſau, Cain, and ne. 


+ Joux or CnARTES WEST IV, or both. If the latter, his 
compo! tion has, no doubt, received ma y friendly touches from 
his brother's pen, as his own productions are too flow. „iy for pub- 
lic inſpection, unleſs well correfted. In the piece before us there ix 
reom for mores ; 
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This freedom of expreſſion, however unwarrant- 
able, is not, it ſeems, ſufficient to anſwer his pur- 
poſe—he ſeeks to vent the malicious workings of his 


heart in pouring damnation up all who have Ho- 
nejly enough to difftr from him in ſentiment, 

The doctrines of particular redemption, he tells us, 
are from the pr L; and they who dare not but 
adopt them, he likewiſe. informs ue, are children of 
of that Helliſb murderer. The idea cf this ſeems to 
have had a very happy effect on our author's imagina- 
tion. His paſſions ſeem greatly agitated ; and the 
whole man, anima ed by fo clear a diſcovery, is fill- 
ed with poetic fire, Hence it is that he commands 
us to pay attention to the following deſcription: 


« Hear the old He murd"rer rear, 
6 For all the Su icur did not die, 
6 For only hen, and not one more, 
My children, who believe my bye. 
« His children aniwer to his call, 
& And ſhout, Chrifi did not ate for ali.“ 


The devil is here repreſented as the author of the 
truths of Gd; and they who defend them, as child- 
ren of that grand deceiver. One might have expected 
a little more moge/ty irom Him, eipe laily when ſpeak- 
ing of a matter which he is by no means acquainted 
with. But this, it ſeems, would not terve his pur- 
poſe, 

If we attend the ingenious eaxthor in his further 
reſearches into this myſtery, we ſhall find him deſ- 
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cribing theſe /ons of Belial, as he is pleaſed to call 
them, with a conſiſtency rarely found in men of his 
flamp. In the following lines, he endeavors to account 
for their conduct; and then, appealing ts God, he enu- 
merates ſeveral particulars, which it ſeems, acord- 
ing to his repreſentation, are their real ſentiments. 


« Beguil'd by the old ſerpent's art, 
« His jaying they receive: 

«« For fear of robbing thee 
They rob thee of thy grace, 

« And (O good God!) to prove it free, 
& Damn almoſt all the race ||. 


% They think, with foricks and cries 
« To pleaſe the Lord of hoſts, 
« And offer thee, in ſacrifice, 
& Millions of ſlaughter'd ghoſts : 
4 With new-born babes they fill 
4% The dire infernal ſhade, 
% For ſuch (they ſay) was thy great will 
« Before the world was made. 


The righteous God conſign'd 

«« Them over to their doom, 
« And ſent the Saviour of mankind 

% To damn them frem the womb ; 

*« To damn for falling ſhort 
«« Of what they cœvld not do, 

% For not believing the report 
46 Of that which was not true+,” 


| Page 69, + Page 52. 
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Such a deſcription of thoſe who maintain the re- 
vealed truths of God, it ſeems, is not ſufficient. In 
order to evince the truth and reality of his repreſen- 
tation, he attempts to amuſe his readers with a view 
of theſe hideous morfters. For this purpoſe he drags 
chem into open /ight, and himſelf their Jinguiſt, in- 
troduces them as thus ſpeaking < 


& Ty damn the world, and not to ſave, 
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«« The Father ſent his only Son, 
That none but they might pardon have, 
© They—the whole world of them alone. 


He willeth not that all ſhould come 


Jo faith and heaven thro? ſaving grace, 
He reprovated from the womb 
„ The he of Adam's helpleſs race. 


He willeth (fo they judge their God!) 
That moſt ſhould periſh in their fall, 
He left them weltering in their blood, 
« And mocks them with a fruitleſt call. 


God, ever merciful and juſt, 

«© I ith new-born babes did Tophet fil, 
Down into endleſs torments thruſt, 

«« Merely to ſhew his ſov'reign will.“ 


Thou haſt compell'd the loſt to die, 

«« Haſt reprobated from thy face, 

Haſt others ſav'd, but them p2!s'd by, 
Or mocłkꝰd with only damning gract ?.” 
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I muſt intreat the reader to ſuſpend his ſtrictures, 
while I tranicribe a few tines more to complete this 
matchleſs oration. 


« He loves his little ones, 
(As ſatan ſpeaks) ſo well, 

& To Yaſh their brains againſt the tones, 
& And hu them up in Hell. 


He gives them damning grace 
Jo raile their torments higher, 
% And makes his rien children paſs 


4 J Moloch thro' the fir 
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& j{e (oom d their ſouls to death 
6 rom all eternity. 
[4 


This is that c from beneath, 
& That HORR ELE DECkEE.f * 


** 


Thou only draw'ſt the ſinner near 
«© To ca him quite away; 
« '['0 aggravate his lin 
C% 1 + * . F * N N CO # - 
lis gig COUMNGUECH jEALS 3 
4 


* 


Thou thew'it him heaven, and ſay'ſt, Go ix, 
« And thruſts him into Hell d. 


Having clos'd the ſcene, it is now time to aſk 
this impious 7 aducer what he means by torgiag ſuch 
unheard of &/»/phemy, as the language ol thoſe who 
abhor ſentiments ſo /zfernal, but who revere and defend 
the truths of God? Can he point out one who hath 
ſpoken in the manner now ' repreiented ? No, the 
whole is the broogzrg of his own dare imagination 

1 Page 68. § Page zo. 
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the language of a corrupt heart riſing in rebellion 
againſt its Maler —ſpurning at his ſovereignty, and, 
in fact, cur/ing the revelation of his will, 
The author, heated by the falſe repreſentation of 


| thoſe he means to ſtigmatize, ſtakes his ſoul on the 


univerſality of Chriſt's death—nay, he goes farther. 
His preſumption ſeems to have led him to imagine 


that he had ſome ſhare in that ſin- atoning ſacrifice ; 


but the conſideration of God's ſovereignty prompts 
the audacious triſſer to arraign the avi/dom of God; 


and to pawn his ſoul upon a thing which he knows 
nothing of: 


« My dear Redeemer, and my God, 
] ſtake my ſoul on thy free grace, 
Take back my intereſt in thy blood, 
« Unleſs it ſtream'd for all the race: 
I ſtake my ſoul on i, alone, 
* Thy blood did once for all atone. 


„ Unleſs to all thy bowels move, 
„ Unl:/s thy grace is free, 

«« O bleeding Lamb, zake back thy love, 
OO Saviour, paſs by nel.“ 


Surely ſuch horrid expreſſions, ſave in the example 
now before us, never diſgraced the mouth of man. 
Such unheard-of 1mprecations cannot in any degree 
be equalled, unleſs in that awful inſtance of the 
Jews, who, referring to the crucifixion of Chriſt, 
cried, his blood be upon us and eur children, This 
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author, in the lines I have now cited, with equal 
boldneſs, invokes the curſe of God, which he de/rres 
20 FEEL, if the do&rines, clearly manifeſted in the ſa- 
cred volume of revelation, are the truth. May the 
Lord in much mercy pardon his profanene/s, and 
avert that cure which might juſtly puniſh his im- 
piety with everlaſting deſtruction. 

After ſuch a declaration, can chriſtian charity, 
when extended to its utmoſt limits, even hope, that 
ſuch a man knows the corruption of his own heart, or 
the Lord who made him ? If he knew him/e/f, or the 
goſpel of Jeſus, would he thus belie the doctrines con- 
tained in the oracles of truth, and, becauſe he will not 
underſtand them, call that God a pEVvIL, who was 
their divine aut bor? Surely it cannot be. But not- 
withſtanding all his expreſſions of hatred, it ſhould 
ſeem, that a convidtion of their reality muſt Rare bim 
in the face; for what elſe could cauſe ſuch agony of 
foul, and throw him into a ſtate of perturbation, 
which, to picture, would beggar all deſcription / 
Hear what he ſays, 


« My ſoul it harrows up, 
lt freezes all my blood, 

&«& My tingling ears I fain would ſtop 
« Againſt their hel/iþ God 

6 Conſtrain'd, alas, to hear 
«© His reprobating roar, 

«© And ſee him horribly appear 

« All ſtain'd with human gore *.” 
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What a proof hath the author here given of the 
trath of his own words, when deſcribing himſelf in 
a hymn in the ſame collection from whence the 
above was taken : 


«« feel within me unſubdu'd 
« A curſed carnal will, 

« Tt hates, and ſtarts from all that's good, 
«© And cleaves to all that's ill. 


My ſoul could yield to every vice, 
© And paſſion in exceſs, 

«© My ſoul to all the height could riſe 
« Of daring wickedneſs. 


The blackeſt crime upon record 
« I freely could commit, 

“ The ſins by nature moſt abhorr'd 
«© My nature could repeat *.” 


Such 1s the ſpirit and language of Ax uINx IAN ISM; 
ſuch are the methods adopted, with a view to blac- 
ken the character of thoſe who ſtrenuouſly defend the 
truths of God, I ſhall make no further remarks on 
this author, ſince it might appear needleſs, after 
having exhibited the man in his own native dre/s. 
The black effuſions of his own pen proclaim the 
rancour of his heart—the deformity of his ſenti- 
ments, and the baſeneſs of his intentions in colours 
more ſtriking than can poſlibly be effected by any 
other deſcription than his own. 

That every man hath an indiſputable right to de- 
termine for himſelf in religious matters, is certain: 
* Page 52. 
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to his own maſter only, he muſt ſtandor fall; no man can 
redeem his brother, or give to God a ranſom for him. Nor 
can we entertain a wiſh to deprive the auzher, already 
cited, of that right of private judgment, which 1s a 
ſpecial privilege cæval with himſelf. As a mini/ter it 
was, and 1s, his buſineſs to preachaccording to the light 
received. And if conſcience bind him to oppoſe 


thoſe who cannot, yea dare not think as he doth, let 


him do it in fairhbfulne/s, and not at the expence 
of truth. It is unjuſt, yea cruel to deduce ſuch conſe- 
quences from his opponents ſentiments, as he is well af- 
fared they publicly diſavow, and with which he is con- 
ſcious their belief is not chargeable, A cauſe that 
cannot ſtand without theſe ſupports, moſt certainly 
ſhould fall; as the uſe of ſuch means will only betray 
the weakne/5 of its advocate, and the rottenne/s of that 
foundation upon which it ſtands, 

But what muſt affect the candid reader moſt, is 
the deſperate lengths our author hath been permitted 
to go in oppoſing thoſe truths clearly revealed in the 
word of God. If that ſacred volume contains the 
truth, is it right, is it reaſenable to ſuppoſe that the 
ALm1iGHhTY would /uftr cone, redeemed by the preci- 
ous blood of Chriſt, to lift up his daring hand againſt 
the ſovereignty of his maker, or to blaſpheme the ap- 
pointed means, which, he is ſaved, muſt effect his 
own ſalvation ? Let the reader judge. 

We muſt acknowledge, that many who have bcen 
ſaved in a way of grace only, have not ſeen every truth 
clearly and diſtinctly as revealed in the word of God: 
but then they have always expre/ed- their ſentiments 
with 


| 
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with diffidence and humility, rather ching to be flent 
than to b/a/pheme what they did not aaderftand. But 
is it ſo with this author, is there the leaſt ſhew of ſuch 
chriſtian virtues f is there any diſplay of forbearance, 
meekneſs, temperance, charity, or love? No; throughout 
his whole production, there is ſcarce any thing but the 
vileſt ſlander and the baſeſt falſhoods. Let the rea- 
der judge of the truth and propriety of ſuch a charge. 

It is ſaid of ſome, ** they cvill deceive, and wwill 
not ſpeak the truth.“ But are we to be hurried by 
the voice of clamour, or the force of prejudice, into a 
belief of error, becauſe recommended by a {pecious 
pretence to /#perior ſauctity, or zeal for truth? No; 
let reaſon and refecien do their office, and they will 
ſoon unmaſk tie zraitor in di/rui/e, and ſhew from 
aohence, and from whim, he came, | 

What! is MR. WrsLEY the ORACLE CF TRUTH ? 
What are al! the faithful minijlers of the eflatl:/oed 
church, together with thoſe of the 7/enring intereſt 
of every denomination, 4«// miſ/aten? Surely not, 
Let us remember, that HE IS FALL!BLE as well as 
TEX ; and if human teſtiinony is to have any weight, 
certainly the united judgment end cf peſition of ſuch a 
reſpectable number of good and gacieus men muſt 
counterbalance the wavering ſentiments of one, 
whoſe writings os him wn/table as water, and as 
changeable as the wind. Eut fhould their evidence be 
thought not ſuſticient to preve i avrong, WE will 
add that of the church cf Gerd in erery age, ogether 
with that of exhiriag HATTVYS, Cf tl.C APOST LES, and 
ef CHRIET HIMSELF, Evi, aſter all that hath been 
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ſaid or written, the minds of any ſhould remain ob- 
durate and -perverſe, how juſtly might the Lord ſay 
to ſuch, as he did on another occaſion, How long 
ewill this people provoke me ? and how long will it be 
ere they believe me for all the fiens which I have done 
among them? Numb. xiv. 11. 

It ſeems a matter of ſurprize to many, that thoſe 
who are truly ſerious ſhould remain under the mi- 
niſtry of Arin:mian teachers. This, however ſtrange, 
is eaſily accounted for, A fire writer very juſty ob- 
ſerves, ** That our actions are too much influenced 
«« by paſſion, is a known truth; but it is not leſs 
certain, though not ſo well known, that paſſion 
« hath alſo an influence upon our perceptions, opi- 
« nions, and belief. For example, the opinions we 
« form of men and things, are generally directed by 
& affection: an advice given by a man of figure hath 
e great weight; the ſame advice from one in a low 
« condition is deſpiſed or regleRted.” That paſſion 
doth influence the mind in its conceptions and opi— 
nions, the ſame wri.er, with equal beauty, remarks, 
is a leſſon that cannot be too frequently inculcat- 
« ed, as there is not perhaps another bias in human 
c nature that hath an influence ſo univerſal to 
«© make us wander from truth as well as from juſ- 
« tice.” This excellent remark eaſily accounts for 
that prejudice generally found among Arminian pro- 
feſſors. The conſtant declamations of their teachers 
are received with a degree of fimplicity, which, if 
not aſiſted by reaſon and reflection, is liable to be 
deccived. The probity of their own hearts eradicates 

ſuſpi- 


on: 

ſuſpicion, and opens a door for the groſſeſt impoſi. 
tions of defigning men. Thus, the high opinion 
they entertain of their integrity and abilities be- 
comes a ſnare, and induces them to receive every 
thing advanced as the fruit of an uncommon zeal for 
God's glory and the good of ſouls. By this well- 
meant, though wrong belief, their deluſive TE acn- 
Eas eſcape with impunity, and themſelves are 
left to wander in the labyrinths of perplexity and 
error. Thus their prejudices, directed by affection 
and eſteem, are ſtrengthened, and, in a long ſeries 
of time, become like a fixed habit immoveable. 

It is certain, many who have been held in bon- 
dage under the ſhackles of Arminianiſm, are now 
rejoicing in the glorious liberty of the s0Ns oF Gop. 
And that numbers are continuaily forſaking that 
SYNAGOGUE OF ERROR, is a truth which cannot be 
diſputed ; and were thoſe who are $121PLE IN HEART 
and SOUND IN EXPERIENCE, to throw off all pre- 
judice, and to weigh the matter ſeriouſly and with 
candor, they would no doubt follow the example of 
their oc DECEIVED brethren. The truths of 
God are plain and eaſy to be underſtood: the xE- 
GENERATE SOUL needs nothing more to convince 
the mind of their true meaning and conſiſtency, than 
a candid and ſerious attention to that beauty, har- 
mony, and order which 1s peculiar to the ſacred 
ſcriptures. To reduce the bleſſed iruths which they 
reveal, into ſweet experience, is the woxk OF God: 
To underſtand them as a ſyſtem merely, expreſſed by 
the outward letter, 15 within the reach of reaſon. 

: Hence 


J 
Hence it is that many, who never felt their divine 
efficacy, can amuſe the ear by attempting to illuſ- 
trate their reality, though ſtrangers to the kind in- 
fluences which they produce on the human heart. 

I cannot forbear reciting a remarkable conceſ- 
ſion in favor of divine truth. A chriſtian friend 
of mine being in company with aDe1sT of great na- 
tural abilities, their converſation turned on reli- 
gious matters. My friend, aſter talking ſome time, 
received from him this candid acknowledgment, 
« That if revelation was true, the CALVIN ISTS, fo 
called, were the ONLY PEOPLE who maintained 
<« the truth.” Such an ingenuous confeſſion, though 
from a profeſied enemy to revelation, hath its uſe. 
It proves that the doctiines of the goſpel are not ſo 
difficult to underſtand as many would inſinuate; 
that particular redemption 1s the ſubject on which 
they treat, and that the CaLvinisTs, ſo called, 
MAINTAIN THE TRUTH. ; | 

I mention this circumſtance with an intent to 
ſhew ſuch as are deluded, or thoſe who are not wil- 
ling to think and judge for themſelves, that their 
oppoſition to the truths of God is ſinful; and that 
a plea of ignorance wall, finally, be no excuſe. 'To 
imagine the knowledge of theſe things a matter of 
indifference, 1s to trifle with that God, who, in in- 
finite condeſcenſion, hath given his word as the 
RULE Of FAITH and PRACTICE. By this therefore, 
and this only, ſhould every teſtimony of man be tri- 
ed; and if found contrary to that divine ſtandard, 
ſhould be rejected and deipiſed, If without defign 
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we form a wrong judgment, and innocently oppoſe 
the truth, it is our mercy if the Lord avert tlie pu- 
niſhment which we deſerve on that account: but 
when being warned of danger, we deliberately and 
wilfully go on in the paths of error, without fearch- 
ing into the ground of our belief, we have reaſon to 
expect that vengeance which awaiteth all the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, 

Let thoſe who have taſted that the Lord is gracious 
remember the time when they were without Hrength, 
without hope, and without God in the world when 
they ran with a multitude to do evil, and were lovers 
of pleaſure more than lovers of God—when, being the 
willing ſlaves of ſatan, they fold themſelves to work 
wickedneſs ; were ſubject to his government, and 
happy in his fervice—when their minus were enmity 
againſt God, not obedient to his authority, but per- 
verſe, obſtinate, and impenitent—when they were 
fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and 
pleaſures, living in malice and envy, hateiul and ha— 
ting one another hen they drank in iniquity as the 
ox drinketh in water; did as evil things as they could, 
and were to every gyod wort reprobaite, I tay, let 
ſuch look back to the Rock from whence they were 
hewn, and to the hele of be pet from whence they 
were digged; and ſee whether they can ſay, my xv 
arm hath brought ſalvation, and by my vr /rength 
have obtained victory; or, with the apo le, thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory thro' our Cord 
Jeſus Chriſt! 
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As ſuch perſons muſt know their hearts are deceit- 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked; let 
them alſo aſk, why they are not turned aſide to folly, 
or like the ſow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in 
the mire; or why the ſoul thirfs and pants after the 
enjoyment of communion and fellowſhip with God ? 
If at any time the Lord withdraws his preſence, and 
| they are grieved ; why do they mourn the abſence of 
their divine Comforter, and, in the midſt of deject- 
ing ſorrow, cry, O that it were with me as in days and 
in months that are paſt, when the candle of the Lerd 
ſhone bright ufon me! but alas ! the Lord hath forgotten 
to be gracious, and my Ged haih forjaken me. | ſay, 
let them aſk to what this diſconſolate language muſt 
be aſcribed o the will of man — No; to nothing 
ſhort of the power of God, ro whoſe love, ſedereigu- 
ty, and grace, they are infinite debtors, and before 
whom they muſt eternally ſtand as humble pen- 


ſioners. 
But are all men found inquiring their way to 


Zion, with their faces thitherward ?—Have they a/{ 
forſaken the paths of ſin, for thoſe of holineſs ?— 

re they all thirſting after the enjoyment of God, or 
bewatling the loſs of divine comforts ?—No; thoſe 
who have been thus happily employed, are compara- 
tively few—a Iitele fici—a remnant ſeparated from 
the world, according to the eledion of grace—a few, 
ſanctifed by God the Father, reſerved and called 
according to his eternal purpoſe, to ſhew forth the 
riches of his grace, 


And 
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And now, my chriſtian reader, let us reaſon toge- 
ther. You are the happy ſubje& of converting grace: 
you remember the times of ignorance which God 
winked at—You find a pleaſing change ; and to what 
muſt this be aicribed, but, as we have obſerved, to the 
love, ſovereignty, and grace of God? You have expe- 
rienced the exertion of omnipotent grace in your own 
converfion— You have been drawn with the cords of 
love, as with the bands of a man—You have been 
made willing to forſake fin and ſatan, in the day of 
God's power ; and the language of your heart now is, 
I delight to do thy will, O my God—thy ways are ways 
of pleaſantneſs ; and thy paths, paths of peace, But 1s this 
the language and experience cf all the ſons of men? 
No ; the reaſon 1s plain ! They have not felt the ſame 
almighty foxver ; if they had, it would have produced 
the /ame effects. If you object to this, you rob the 
bleſled Spirit of his 47zvizizy. If he begins a work, 
he will ſurely finih it. He is a rec, and his work 
is perfect; which cannot be ſaid, if left unfiniſhed, 
what himſelf began. The chriſtian world is ſhocked 
to fee the Aan dethrone the Son of God, and ſtrip 
him of divinity, But alas! what better is the Armi- 
nian? — The former epenly and Hantel avows his ſen- 
timents; the latter, more inconſiſtent, pretends to 
maintain the deity of the bleſſed Spirit, but retains | 
ſentiments directly oppoſite, equally daring as the 
former, and as fatal in their conſequences, One 
word more, and I have done. 

Let it be remembered, that if the blood of Chriſt 
was ſhed for a// men, it was ſhed for ſouls who were 
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which bears a confiſtency in all its parts, whieh glo- 
Tifies every attribute and perfection of deity” YL 
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zn bell at the very time that he expired, and when it - wa 


was impoſſible they ſhould receive any advantage 
from it. O my chriſtian friends, forſake ſuch a train 
of horrid ſentiments as theſe : embrace A ebe. 


* 


which alone will ſtand the ſcrutiny of znothen 


day. 
— 
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